Wisdom and Destiny

if you strive to be just, and of service; if
you seek to be happy and wise ? Would
you rather live on in the world of your
dreams and your errors than in the world
that is real ? Only too often does many a
promising nature waste its most precious
hours in the struggle of beautiful dream
against inevitable law, whose beauty is
only perceived when every vestige of
strength has been sapped by the exquisite
dream. If love has deceived you, do you
think that it would have been better for
you all your life to regard love as some-
thing it is not, and never can be ? Would
such an illusion not warp your most sig-
nificant actions; would it not for many
days hide from you some part of the truth
that you seek ? Or if you imagined that
greatness lay in your grasp, and disillusion
has taken you back to your place in the
second rank; have you the right, for the
rest of your life, to curse the envoy of